
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

The term "elevator pitch" is believed to have originated in early 20 th century in Hollywood, where 

aspiring screenwriters would pitch their movie ideas to producers or studio executives during a quick 

elevator ride. The pitch had to be concise, engaging, and persuasive enough to capture the attention 

of decision-makers in less than 1 minute. A successful pitch could secure a follow-up meeting to 

discuss the project further. 

For PhD students, whose research often involves complex topics, mastering the art of the elevator 

pitch is invaluable. It enables them to communicate their work in clear, concise, and accessible 

terms—an essential skill when engaging with peers, advisors, potential employers, or the general 

public.  

Building on the success of the previous edition in 2024, CBMA is thrilled to announce the second 

edition of the Elevator Pitch Contest, to be held in February 5th, 2025. 

Challenge yourself and showcase your ability to communicate effectively and efficiently! 

 



 

Contest Rules 

 

Eligibility 

The contest is open to all PhD students currently conducting research in CBMA laboratories. 

 

Theme 

Participants must present their PhD project or a specific aspect of it. Only a whiteboard or pre-

prepared cartoon illustrations are allowed as visual aids; no other classical presentation materials 

may be used, although accessories (gadgets, maquettes or samples) can be used. 

 

Language 

Participants are free to choose Portuguese or English as the pitch language. 

 

Duration of the "Elevator Pitch”  

Each participant will have 90 seconds to deliver their elevator pitch. 

 

Judging Panel  

Contestants will present their elevator pitch in front of a judging panel and an audience. The 

judging panel will include distinguished individuals, both from scientific and non-scientific 

backgrounds. 

 

Evaluation Criteria  

 Presentations will be scored by the votes of the public (30%) and the jury (70%), based on: 

a) Originality – Creativity and uniqueness of the pitch 

b) Clarity – How effectively the message is communicated 

c) Presentation Skills – Engagement, delivery, and confidence 

 

Prizes 

The first-place winner will receive the inscription to an international congress for presenting 

his/her research work, the second-place winner will receive the inscription to a national congress 

for presenting his/her research work, the third-place winner will receive the printing of a poster 

to be presented in a scientific event. 

 

Registration Deadline: January 20th, 2025 

Contest Date: February 5th, 2025 - during the II CBMA Open Day & III PhD | Bio Symposium 


